“What do | do with this?”

Working with source based questions
for World History Exams



* All WH constructed response questions begin
like this:

Using the source and your knowledge of history,
explain (or assess, or justify, or analyze, etc)...



* Therefore there are three aspects to your
response

— The source (quote, cartoon, photograph, poster,
slogan, etc.)

— Your knowledge of history (a complete
understanding of the people, places and
circumstances surrounding the event)

— An answer to the question (thesis)



* The best way to learn the history is to
constantly read and review. No one can do
this for you
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* Assuming you know your history, the two
main problems students have with CR
guestions are...






Don’t fret!

* Writing effective
responses is as easy as
1-2-3:

— 1. Interpret the question

and draw from your own
knowledge

— 2. Analyze the source

— 3. Write a concise
response




1. Interpret the question and draw
from your own knowledge

* Discover what the question is asking you by
looking at the verb

— Assess
— Explain
— Justify
— Describe

*Use your handout to ensure you know what these
all mean



* Develop a working thesis—your answer to
the question in one or two sentences

e Starting with a thesis will keep you from
rambling in your response

* A quick glance at the source in combination
with your own knowledge will give you a
working thesis in under 2 minutes



2. Analyze the source

Use the handouts to work through the sources
below

~or each source be sure to provide a clear
understanding of its message in one sentence



Example

» Assess the issue of
responsibility for the
outbreak of World War |.




What should | do next?

* Whatis depicted inthe ¢ To what does this refer?
source? (own knowledge)

 What is the significance * What do | know about
of the source in relation this question in general

to the question?  (own knowledge)



Example

 What is the message of
this cartoon?

 Wave of German
imperialism indicates
Kaiser Wilhelm Il
actually intends to
devour or take over the
world




3. Write a concise response

* There are many ways to do this.

* |f you already have a style that works for
you—go for it!

* |f you are having trouble, use the handout and
follow this formula:



General opening statement

\ 4

Thesis

4

Literal meaning of source

\ 4

Tie source into your own knowledge (evidence) to
prove your thesis

\ 4

Close by return (restate thesis)



The final step...

* Check your work:
— Read all teacher comments
— Read the exemplar and compare

— Assess yourself by filling out the self-evaluation
guestions

*Remember—Practice makes perfect so why not do
it again?!



Marking Scale

5 point questions:

Use of Document: 2%

2% Superior 2 references with little extension or 1 reference with considerable
extension

1% Limited 1 reference with little extension

0% Inappropriate or no reference to the document

Use of Own Knowledge: 3%

3% Superior 3 references with little extension or 2 with adequate extension or
1 reference with considerable extension

2% Adequate 2 references with little extension or 1 with adequate extension
1% Limited 1 reference with little extension

0% Inappropriate or no reference to own knowledge




Source Analysis

* Using the source and
your knowledge of
history, explain the
reasons for the
expansion of imperial
powers at the turn of
the 20 century.
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What should | do next?

* Whatis depicted inthe ¢ To what does this refer?
source? (own knowledge)

 What is the significance * What do | know about
of the source in relation this question in general

to the question?  (own knowledge)



 Take a moment to jot down what you know
about reasons for imperial expansion and
imperialism in general



Example

 Thesis:

* At the turn of the 20t
century many Europea
powers sought to
expand their empires
for “gold, glory and
God.”




Use of Source

e The source depicts the role of nations to enlighten the uncivilized people in the
colonies through the “Word of God” or the “Light of the World.”

e Symbols from the source that students might reference include:

1) The cross

11) The 1mages of “Christianity” and “Civilization” walking towards
Africa

111) The train (at the time the symbol of modern day civilization) in the
background

V) The city



Use of Knowledge

e Nationalism, or the feeling of superiority, as expressed by controlling colonies,
was a driving force of the era. Trying to keep up with other nations and
possessing colonies portrayed the image of a strong nation.

e Economic reasons included the quest for resources and markets for the benefit of
imperial nations.

e Ideological/political reasons include racial motivations of the time. (ie. the 1deas
of “White Man’s Burden,” “Scramble for Africa” and “ Manifest Destiny”)

e God, Glory and Gold
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Source analysis

* Using the cartoon and your
own knowledge of history,
explain how tensions in the
Balkans led to the
assassination of Archduke
Ferdinand in 1914.




What should | do next?

* Whatis depicted inthe ¢ To what does this refer?
source? (own knowledge)

 What is the significance * What do | know about
of the source in relation this question in general

to the question?  (own knowledge)



Use of Document

The boiling pot represents the power struggle that followed the collapse of Ottoman rule in the
reglon.

The boiling pot could also represent the nationalistic demands and desires of the people of the
region.

The men keeping the lid on the pot represent the five great powers of Europe and they all have
interests in the region. They all feared nationalism in the region.

Any dispute between Austria and Russia in the Balkans could lead to a general European
conflict due to the alliance system.

Use of Own Knowledge

Erosion of Ottoman control of the region in the late 19™ century.

Political vacuum partially filled by two great competing powers in the region: Austria
and Russia.

Further complicated by cultural 1ssues (1.e., religion, language and ethnicity) between
people of the region (1.e., Serbs, Croats, Bulgarians, Bosnians, etc.).

The competing interests of the Austria, Russia, and the nationalistic demands of the
above-mentioned cultural groups, led to clashes for dominance in the region.
Specifically between Austria, Serbia and their traditional protector, Russia.

Serbia’s desire to unite all Serbs, including those that had become part of Austria after
the annexation of Bosnia-Herzegovina in 1908, led to the creation of militant
nationalist groups such as the Black Hand.

Bismarck’s quote that “some damn foolish thing in the Balkans™ would plunge Europe
into a major war.

The significance of Franz Ferdinand’s visit to Sarajevo (Bosnia).

Balkan League.
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Source Analysis
The Chain of Friendship

Using the source
provided and your
knowledge of
history, explain the
origins of the First
World War.

If you hit that lit

feuu- Ti...
ove I'll... d
m ‘):Z " G % 0 - y \ P e
v ; b N
S N 3 A

» : D

v N "’\\ A "o
P X big
3"0 \

>
-



What should | do next?

* Whatis depicted inthe ¢ To what does this refer?
source? (own knowledge)

 What is the significance * What do | know about
of the source in relation this question in general

to the question?  (own knowledge)



Use of Source

This source had several elements that students could uge:

e The title is “Cham of Friendship™.

e Serbia is smaller, in the front, and trying to protect itself.

e The next three larger figures/countries are Austria-Hungary, Russia and Germany. They
seem to be stepping in front of the other.

e France and Britain are in the background.

¢ They each claim “if you hit....”, the other will step 1.

Points from the source that a student could reference include:

e System of alliances/chamn of friendship was a key factor m outbreak of the Fust World
War.

¢ Russia 1s threatening to protect Serbia from Austria-Hungary.

e Germany is telling Russia that if Russia strikes Austria-Hungary, Germany will do
somethmg in response.

¢ France and Britain are doing the same.



Use of Knowledge

e The origing of the First World War refer to nationalism, economic rivalry (imperialism ),
the arms race and military alliances.

e By 1907 Europe was split mto two anmed camps. This started under Bismarck of
Germany, who had earlier feared the French desire for revenge after the loss of Alsace-
Lorramne. He wanted to 1solate France.

¢ The main alliances were Britain, France and Russia (the Triple Entente) and Germany,
Austria-Hungary and Italy (the Triple Alliance).

¢ Alliance systems meant that a dispute between one member of each camp could easily
involve the others, thus a war between two countries mvolves all six.

¢ Serbia provided the “spark’™; Archduke Ferdmand’ ¢ assassmation by Gavrilo Princip, a
Bosnian Serb.
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